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OFFICER DIGIACOMO IN TERVIEW
BY DARIEN BROWN

Many of us want to know what is being done in our school to keep us safe. | think it is important to be aware of
what is going on around us, especially when it affects our well being. That is why | interviewed Officer
DiGiacomo, our School Resource Officer. He was able to answer a lot of questions concerning safety, and |
think his answers may serve as important information to the students, parents, and staff of our entire district.

DB: Overall, how would you describe your role in Pine Hill?

JD: As SRO and the juvenile detective, | handle anything juvenile-r el at ed i n the town. ever
over the weekend if thereds an issue with a juvenil om
student and filling me in on the issue. Speci ficall ge
youbre obviously a police officer, youbre a mentor jui d
teach LEAD (Law Enforcement And Drugs) at the middle school, which replaced the DARE program. At the
elementary schools | teach about stranger danger, calling 911, and stuff like that. | also do community policing
and, of course, school security- there is a lot involved in being an SRO.
DB: Do you feel as though Overbrook has a safe environment for students?
JD: Yes, absolutely, I think we definitely have a have
protect you guys. | think our student atmosphere is great - we d6r e very diverse, w h an
awesome environment because everyone brings something different to the table. You guys are pretty well
versed when it comes to lockdowns and the training we do every month, whether it be a shelterin-place,
l ockdown, fire drill, or whatever it may be. That an eac
all on the same page, and our police department is very close with the school district. Having a great
relationship between us and the school district makes a huge difference.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
DB: What precautions are in place against gun violence here at Overbrook?
JD: The building is always locked down, so all the 'E8Mad a PRy WLYIBESo & ea.
have the cameras always rolling, and all the police offlcer_s aIvyays have access to the camera systems in their 1 Y Q s M st I%e ads . ? - - G ¢
patrol car. They can be driving around town and have € same thing streami
a great feature to have because if there is an issue we can already see a potential threat. The new entrance way is g pring Sportséé...eéeé. ¢
another feature; al | the schools have updated entrance ways, whi ch means t

wants to come in, they have to show their I D, and o@p¢ ntiheny FEDLIEé & B & 16 e &Ye06rée¢
a daily basis we have police officers do walkthroughs of each school at random times. They also go to every

exterior door of the building and check to see if iM&scho¢lked.OutouL isvees ué éd
that acts as a deterrent and makes people feel safer. Therebds so many el em
daily basis. At Lastééeéeéeéeée. ... ée.é.
DB: What is being changed or improved here in light of recent events? OHS Art Sectioné. ééé . . ¢
JD: Whenever therebs an issue that affects the secuwrity ofI S(ShOOIf u%uall,y,
more officers just to have that extra manpower . We laéeé(vlevl/ays Vterryt?nao 0%afé

Over the summertime we worked in the school to prepare as if there were an active shooter. We brought in a
blank gun and fired blank rounds inside the school to see what it would be like. Training in the building was
very helpful. We also train in the abandoned school on Erial Road, St. Charles, all the time. TH NEWSPAPER STAFF

DB: Hypothetically, would you say that you feel pretty prepared for an active shooter event?

: : o : . I . . Darien Brown: Co-Editor -in-Chief
JD: Oh yes, we train, train, train. Like | said, being able to train in Overbrook in the summertime was great. We

took a lot out of it, now that we know what simulated gunshots sound like within the building. It was very good Kyle Jurilla: Co-Editor -in-Chief
training.

DB: Do you feel as though administration, staff, and students should have more specific drills to Ivannah Sosing: Journalist & Designer

) o
do with shootings Jasmine Wilson: Editor

JD: It couldnét hurt. The mentality is run, hide, fight. Run to safety if 'y
you can run away from the threat; if you have to fight as a last resort, then absolutely. If you can train students, Erika Garro: Editor

adul t s, anybody on how to prepare yoursel f, any trainin i s goin to hel

the knowledge of how to survive an incident like that. For people that would want to volunteer on their own Nazia Alam: Journalist & Photographer

time and come in to actwually do a scenari o, Il 6m al ve tal kec

| for i t. We ha
teachers at some point. If the teachers adapt to it, maybe even involve the students that may be interested, but Sahjpreet Singh: Journalist

it would have to be on their own time. | think it would be a great training and a huge eye -opener. . . .
g g ge eye-op Ciara Robinson: Journalist

DB: What precautions were taken during the walkout?

JD: We fully supported you, and our goal at that point was how to keep you safe. We met weeks prior [to the Tashmim Begum: Journalist

walkout] multiple times with the school district and the police department about what we were going to do. Naya Wright: Journalist

People might have thought that it was kind of crazy to put the cars on the street, but we had to make sure that

everyone was safe. We had two bombsniffing dogs out there, and they sniffed all the cars, the fields and the Samir Abdulkader: Journalist

bleachers. We had multiple officers stationed out front all day long to make sure that no one tampered with the

field. The middle school walked out as well, so they had officers over there with a canine. | think it went great, Sidney Pratt: Journalist

and it was good to see that unity.

DB: I s there anything youdd |Iike to say to the st udeT]\"qlasKo%rrlger'éo\wgqh%rr ook ?

JD: Al ways be ready for anything in |ife. Al ways ke d. GyDRaus: Photegraphes n a swi ve
anyone, but just be aware of your surroundings. Be prepared for anything; t
kind to one another. Continue to page 6 for more coverage on the March for Our Lives topics Mrs. S. Nadelbach: Supervisor



T —
FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPOTLIGHTS

BY KYLE JURILLA

From Left to Right: Vincent Eakins, Darien Brown, Alyssa Elder and Lauren Herrera

Jolie Smith is involved in a variety of activities such as Yearbook, Alyssa Elder is involved in a couple of activities such as Renaissance
Drama, Book club, and many theatre productions. Her honors include and Interact club. Her honors include Spotlight and being the treasurer
Spotlight and being a member of the Thespian Society. Her academic of the Interact club. Her academic accomplishments are honor roll and

accomplishments include the National Honor Society and achieving pr i nci pal 6s | i st. Al yssads favorite
honor roll mul tiple times . Jol i élé sutdfschoolradtiviteis velunteg¢riegcat shalters withPtheWBe Hilli st o r
out of school activity is volunteering at her local library. In the future, Basketball Association. In the future, Alyssa plans on attending college

Jolie plans on attending college and in Forensic Psychology. to become a radiology nurse.

Vincent Eakins s involved in drama and coding club. His honors

Kyle Jurilla is involved in a numerous amount of activities such as _ _ _ _
Yearbook, Astronomy, Coding, Art, Book, and Newspaper clubs, include S_pothght. His academic accomplishments are ho_nor roll and )
renai ssance card holder. Vincentos f

Academic Challenge, Science League, and golf. His honors include

spotlight and being Co-Editor -in-Chief of the RamPages newspaper. theatre, and graphic arts. His out of school activity is photography. In

Hi s academic accompl i shments ar éhe flﬁtucge Vlnicent Plaon? qn atte”S 9 corhleé;e t% be(for@e elth?r AN a([;tor an

being a member of the National Fp(gaphotogr@aherlety. Kyl eds favorite subje

is science. His out of school activity is helping with food donations at

his local church. In the future, Kyle plans on attending college and Darien Brown is involved in an immense amount of activities which

majoring in Computer Science. include Science League, Academic Challenge, Newspaper club, student
government, jazz band, video production, Yearbook, Book, Drama and
Renaissance clubs, Unified Sports, soccer, track and field, and tech

Shea Pfender is involved in Paint Crew, Drama club, softball, and .rew. Her honors include spotlight, Co-Editor -in-Chief of the Ram

cheerleading. Her honor includes Spotlight. Her academic nages, class secretary for three years, director of video production,

(

accomplishment is achieving honor roll and her favorite subjects ar¢ pg o p| e6s Choi ce Spanish student of
English and art. Her out of school activities include being a member of o nt h . He r academic accompl i shment
her township soccer team, softball and gymnastics team, and Girl Nat i onal Honor Society. Dariends fav
Scouts. In the future, Shea plans on attending college to become agcngg| activity includes teaching Sunday school and cooking in the
neonatal nurse. kitchen at her local church. In the future, Darien plans on attending

college in hopes of going to an vy League school.

Eric Burns is involved in a handful of activities such as soccer,
wrestling, Drama club, spring musicals, Broadway Night, and singing Lauren Herrera is involved in 21st Century Scholars. Her honors
valentines. His academic accomplinckdearowaht, hprerogncrepiesentative,gand studeri govepnaents s | i
every marking period. Ericds f aHeragademic agqerppliseneentsarehgner roll ugentiokthemontiny ¢ at
and choir. In the future, Eric plans on attending college to become an 9y m and in ELA portfolio. Laurenods f
artist of a best selling video game. school activities includes babysitting and volunteering at church. In the

future, Lauren plans on attending college to become a certified nurse in

labor and delivery.



T —
APRIL AND MAY SPOTLIGHTS

BY KYLE JURILLA

From Left to Right: Jasmine Wilson. Jason Morlock, Mohammed Shriful Islam and Shenique Robinson

From Left to Right: Maurice Wade, Grace Wetherbee, Gabriella Parisi and Karla Morales

Jasmine Wilson is involved in a numerous amount of activities such Maurice Wade is involved in Leo club, soccer, track, Newspaper,
as Yearbook, Book club, Newspaper, Art club, Paint Crew, ScienceRenaissance, Multicultural club, Science League, student government,
League, Coding club, prom committee, and Drama club. Her honors marching band, and jazz band. His honors include Spotlight, best

include spotlight, vice-president of the National Art Society, and musi ci anshi p award, judgeds award,
president of the Book club. Her academic accomplishments are honor concert band, All South Jersey choir, Thespian society, bass section

rol | and principalds 1|ist and b éadergpresidenndl emassancd, and vicepresidéntod the jumior cl&&® c i et
Nati onal Ar t Honor Soci ety, and HNat iacrmale mHen acs oBpti shmentlassmi hedsi

favorite subjects are chemistry and math. In the future, Jasmine plans is English. His out of school activity is being a lifeguard. In the future,
on attending University of Albany in NY to major in computer science. Maurice plans on attending college to study criminology and pursue a
She also plans to create a video game company with her sister. career in the FBI.

Jason Morlock is involved in tennis, Drama club, Yearbook, and Grace Wetherbee has been involved in marching band for two years.

Science League. Hi s honor s i n c | HedhenorsPirclade ISpotfight. HE lacademie acconspliskneeet is honoe a m
captain, tennis team captain, soccer mvp, drama club treasurer, andr ol | . Gracebs favorite subject is Al
assistant stage manager. His academic accomplishments are National Grace plans on attending college to get a degree.

Honor Society and honor roll. Jasonds favorite subjects are AP phys

and jazz band. His out of school activities include working at Chick-fil -a

and volunteering at church. In the future, Jason plans on attending

college to pursue a career in technological engineering. Gabriella Parisi  is involved in Yearbook, Art club, and Paint Crew.
Her honors include Spotlight and Youth Art Month State Show. Her
academic accomplishments are honor roll and National Honor Society.
Her favorite subject is art. In the future, Gabriella plans on attending
college to major in graphic design.

Mohammed Shriful Islam is involved in Coding club. His honors
include Spotlight, Smart Cookie of the Month in ASL, and Sunshine
Award. His academic accomplishment is achieving honor roll on

mul tiple occasions. Mohammedbs favorite subject i s Engli sh. Hi s out
school activity is attending his mosque. In the future, Mohammed Karla Morales is involved in the student assistant to teacher in the
plans to attend Rowan University. ELL Program. Her honors include Spotlight and renaissance card

hol der . Her academic accompl i shment

subject is environmental science. Her out of school activity is teaching

ShI(Ianlque Robmsonh IS |r.1vollved " Zis:] Century ar?d an ASL 101sunday school at church. In the future, Karla plans on attending college
college course. Her honors include Spotlight and a caring award. Her to major in education and pursue a career as an ELL teacher.

academic accomplishment is honor rol I . Sheni quebs favorite subject
anatomy. Her out of school activity is working as a home health aid. In

the future, Shenique plans to attend Rutgers University to become a

nurse.



