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OFFICER DIGIACOMO IN TERVIEW 

BY DARIEN BROWN 

Many of us want to know what is being done in our school to keep us safe. I think it is important to be aware of 
what is going on around us, especially when it affects our well being. That is why I interviewed Officer 
DiGiacomo, our School Resource Officer. He was able to answer a lot of questions concerning safety, and I 
think his answers may serve as important information to the students, parents, and staff of our entire district.  

DB: Overall, how would you describe your role in Pine Hill?  

JD: As SRO and the juvenile detective, I handle anything juvenile-related in the town. Iôm on call 24/7, so even 
over the weekend if thereôs an issue with a juvenile, Iôll get a call from someone on the force asking if I know the 
student and filling me in on the issue. Specifically as SRO, Iôm in charge of the entire school district. As an SRO, 
youôre obviously a police officer, youôre a mentor, and almost like a guidance counselor too. I teach as well; I 
teach LEAD (Law Enforcement And Drugs) at the middle school, which replaced the DARE program. At the 
elementary schools I teach about stranger danger, calling 9-11, and stuff like that. I also do community policing 
and, of course, school security - there is a lot involved in being an SRO. 

DB: Do you feel as though Overbrook has a safe environment for students?  

JD: Yes, absolutely, I think we definitely have a safe environment. We have a great camera system. Iôm here to 
protect you guys. I think our student atmosphere is great - weôre very diverse, which I think makes it an 
awesome environment because everyone brings something different to the table. You guys are pretty well 
versed when it comes to lockdowns and the training we do every month, whether it be a shelter-in -place, 
lockdown, fire drill, or whatever it may be. That and working with the teachers and administration helps. Weôre 
all on the same page, and our police department is very close with the school district. Having a great 
relationship between us and the school district makes a huge difference. 

DB: What precautions are in place against gun violence here at Overbrook?  

JD: The building is always locked down, so all the doors are always locked. Thatôs a good beginning to that. We 
have the cameras always rolling, and all the police officers always have access to the camera systems in their 
patrol car. They can be driving around town and have the same thing streaming that I see here in the office. Itôs 
a great feature to have because if there is an issue we can already see a potential threat. The new entrance way is 
another feature; all the schools have updated entrance ways, which means that theyôre all secure. If someone 
wants to come in, they have to show their ID, and once they come in theyôre pretty much in a lockdown area. On 
a daily basis we have police officers do walk-throughs of each school at random times. They also go to every 
exterior door of the building and check to see if itôs locked. You see us out front in at arrival and dismissal, and 
that acts as a deterrent and makes people feel safer. Thereôs so many elements to what weôre doing here on a 
daily basis. 

DB: What is being changed or improved here in light of recent events?  

JD: Whenever thereôs an issue that affects the security of school, usually for the next couple days weôll bring 
more officers just to have that extra manpower. Weôre always trying to add more cameras; cameras are key. 
Over the summertime we worked in the school to prepare as if there were an active shooter. We brought in a 
blank gun and fired blank rounds inside the school to see what it would be like. Training in the building was 
very helpful. We also train in the abandoned school on Erial Road, St. Charles, all the time. 

DB: Hypothetically, would you say that you feel pretty prepared for an active shooter event?  

JD: Oh yes, we train, train, train. Like I said, being able to train in Overbrook in the summertime was great. We 
took a lot out of it, now that we know what simulated gunshots sound like within the building. It was very good 
training.  

DB: Do you feel as though administration, staff, and students should have more specific drills to 
do with shootings?  

JD: It couldnôt hurt. The mentality is run, hide, fight. Run to safety if you can; if you can hide safely, hide until 
you can run away from the threat; if you have to fight as a last resort, then absolutely. If you can train students, 
adults, anybody on how to prepare yourself, any training is going to help. Iôm all for education and furthering 
the knowledge of how to survive an incident like that. For people that would want to volunteer on their own 
time and come in to actually do a scenario, Iôm all for it. We have talked about it, maybe even involving the 
teachers at some point. If the teachers adapt to it, maybe even involve the students that may be interested, but 
it would have to be on their own time. I think it would be a great training and a huge eye -opener. 

DB: What precautions were taken during the walkout?  

JD: We fully supported you, and our goal at that point was how to keep you safe. We met weeks prior [to the 
walkout] multiple times with the school district and the police department about what we were going to do. 
People might have thought that it was kind of crazy to put the cars on the street, but we had to make sure that 
everyone was safe. We had two bomb-sniffing dogs out there, and they sniffed all the cars, the fields and the 
bleachers. We had multiple officers stationed out front all day long to make sure that no one tampered with the 
field. The middle school walked out as well, so they had officers over there with a canine. I think it went great, 
and it was good to see that unity.      

DB: Is there anything youôd like to say to the students of Overbrook? 

JD: Always be ready for anything in life. Always keep your head on a swivel. I donôt mean to say that to scare 
anyone, but just be aware of your surroundings. Be prepared for anything; thatôll be my take away. Oh, and be 
kind to one another.            Continue to page 6 for more coverage on the March for Our Lives topics  

Follow us on Twitter @OHSRamPages  
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FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPOTLIGHTS 

BY KYLE JURILLA 

Jolie Smith  is involved in a variety of  activities such as Yearbook, 

Drama, Book club, and many theatre productions. Her honors include 

Spotlight and being a member of the Thespian Society. Her academic 

accomplishments include the National Honor Society and achieving 

honor roll multiple times . Jolieôs favorite subject is AP US History. Her 

out of school activity is volunteering at her local library. In the future, 

Jolie plans on attending college and in Forensic Psychology. 

 

Kyle Jurilla  is involved in a numerous amount of activities such as 

Yearbook, Astronomy, Coding, Art, Book, and Newspaper clubs, 

Academic Challenge, Science League, and golf. His honors include 

spotlight and being Co-Editor -in-Chief of the RamPages newspaper. 

His academic accomplishments are honor roll, principalôs list, and 

being a member of the National Honor Society. Kyleôs favorite subject 

is science. His out of school activity is helping with food donations at 

his local church. In the future, Kyle plans on attending college and 

majoring in Computer Science. 

 

Shea Pfender  is involved in Paint Crew, Drama club, softball, and 

cheerleading. Her honor includes Spotlight. Her academic 

accomplishment is achieving honor roll and her favorite subjects are 

English and art. Her out of school activities include being a member of 

her township soccer team, softball and gymnastics team, and Girl 

Scouts. In the future, Shea plans on attending college to become a 

neonatal nurse. 

 

Eric Burns  is involved in a handful of activities such as soccer, 

wrestling, Drama club, spring musicals, Broadway Night, and singing 

valentines. His academic accomplishment is achieving principalôs list 

every marking period. Ericôs favorite subjects are physical education 

and choir. In the future, Eric plans on attending college to become an 

artist of a best selling video game.    

 

 

Alyssa Elder  is involved in a couple of activities such as Renaissance 

and Interact club. Her honors include Spotlight and being the treasurer 

of the Interact club. Her academic accomplishments are honor roll and 

principalôs list. Alyssaôs favorite subjects are psychology and science. 

Her out of school activity is volunteering at shelters with the Pine Hill 

Basketball Association. In the future, Alyssa plans on attending college 

to become a radiology nurse. 

 

Vincent Eakins  is involved in drama and coding club. His honors 

include Spotlight. His academic accomplishments are honor roll and 

renaissance card holder. Vincentôs favorite subjects are history, science, 

theatre, and graphic arts. His out of school activity is photography. In 

the future, Vincent plans on attending college to become either an actor 

or a photographer. 

 

Darien Brown  is involved in an immense amount of activities which 

include Science League, Academic Challenge, Newspaper club, student 

government, jazz band, video production, Yearbook, Book, Drama  and 

Renaissance clubs, Unified Sports, soccer, track and field, and tech 

crew. Her honors include spotlight, Co-Editor -in-Chief of the Ram 

pages, class secretary for three years, director of video production, 

Peopleôs Choice, Spanish student of the year, and gym student of the 

month. Her academic accomplishments are principalôs list and 

National Honor Society. Darienôs favorite subject is English. Her out of 

school activity includes teaching Sunday school and cooking in the 

kitchen at her local church. In the future, Darien plans on attending 

college in hopes of going to an Ivy League school. 

 

Lauren Herrera  is involved in 21st Century Scholars. Her honors 

include Spotlight, homeroom representative, and student government. 

Her academic accomplishments are honor roll, student of the month in 

gym and in ELA portfolio. Laurenôs favorite subject is math. Her out of 

school activities includes babysitting and volunteering at church. In the 

future, Lauren plans on attending college to become a certified nurse in 

labor and delivery. 
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From Left to Right: Eric Burns, Jolie Smith, Shea Pfender and Kyle Jurilla  

From Left to Right:  Vincent Eakins, Darien Brown, Alyssa Elder and  Lauren Herrera  
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APRIL AND MAY SPOTLIGHTS 

BY KYLE JURILLA 

Jasmine Wilson  is involved in a numerous amount of activities such 

as Yearbook, Book club, Newspaper, Art club, Paint Crew, Science 

League, Coding club, prom committee, and Drama club. Her honors 

include spotlight, vice -president of the National Art Society, and 

president of the Book club. Her academic accomplishments are honor 

roll and principalôs list and being members of the Thespian Society, 

National Art Honor Society, and National Honors Society. Jasmineôs 

favorite subjects are chemistry and math. In the future, Jasmine plans 

on attending University of Albany in NY to major in computer science. 

She also plans to create a video game company with her sister. 

 

Jason Morlock  is involved in tennis, Drama club, Yearbook, and 

Science League. His honors include Peopleôs Choice, soccer team 

captain, tennis team captain, soccer mvp, drama club treasurer, and 

assistant stage manager. His academic accomplishments are National 

Honor Society and honor roll. Jasonôs favorite subjects are AP physics 

and jazz band. His out of school activities include working at Chick-fil -a 

and volunteering at church. In the future, Jason plans on attending 

college to pursue a career in technological engineering. 

 

Mohammed Shriful Islam  is involved in Coding club. His honors 

include Spotlight, Smart Cookie of the Month in ASL, and Sunshine 

Award. His academic accomplishment is achieving honor roll on 

multiple occasions. Mohammedôs favorite subject is English. His out of 

school activity is attending his mosque. In the future, Mohammed 

plans to attend Rowan University.  

 

Shenique Robinson  is involved in 21st Century and an ASL 101 

college course. Her honors include Spotlight and a caring award. Her 

academic accomplishment is honor roll. Sheniqueôs favorite subject is 

anatomy. Her out of school activity is working as a home health aid. In 

the future, Shenique plans to attend Rutgers University to become a 

nurse. 

 

Maurice Wade  is involved in Leo club, soccer, track, Newspaper, 

Renaissance, Multicultural club, Science League, student government, 

marching band, and jazz band. His honors include Spotlight, best 

musicianship award, judgeôs award, All South Jersey jazz band and 

concert band, All South Jersey choir, Thespian society, bass section 

leader, president of renaissance, and vice-president of the junior class. 

His academic accomplishment is honor roll. Mauriceôs favorite subject 

is English. His out of school activity is being a lifeguard. In the future, 

Maurice plans on attending college to study criminology and pursue a 

career in the FBI. 

 

Grace Wetherbee  has been involved in marching band for two years. 

Her honors include Spotlight. Her academic accomplishment is honor 

roll. Graceôs favorite subject is American Sign Language. In the future, 

Grace plans on attending college to get a degree.   

 

 

Gabriella Parisi  is involved in Yearbook, Art club, and Paint Crew. 

Her honors include Spotlight and Youth Art Month State Show. Her 

academic accomplishments are honor roll and National Honor Society. 

Her favorite subject is art. In the future, Gabriella plans on attending 

college to major in graphic design. 

 

Karla Morales  is involved in the student assistant to teacher in the 

ELL Program. Her honors include Spotlight and renaissance card 

holder. Her academic accomplishment is honor roll. Karlaôs favorite 

subject is environmental science. Her out of school activity is teaching 

sunday school at church. In the future, Karla plans on attending college 

to major in education and pursue a career as an ELL teacher. 
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From Left to Right: Jasmine Wilson. Jason Morlock, Mohammed Shriful Islam and Shenique Robinson  

From Left to Right:  Maurice Wade, Grace Wetherbee, Gabriella Parisi and Karla Morales  


